


Seekonk Public Library, like all public
libraries, has faced unprecedented
challenges since our abrupt closure
to the public on March 17 due to
COVID-19. While initial expectations
were that the closure would last a
few weeks, we soon realized that we
would in fact remain closed far
beyond that time frame. Our mission
is to provide access to information.
Our challenge was to provide that
information not only electronically,
but remotely, as the library building
was closed to public and staff.

Our library team met that goal head
on by adapting existing programs to
a virtual environment.

Our services continue to evolve. We
initiated curbside pickup to provide a
safe, contactless means of
distributing library material. Our
summer reading program for children
and teens was entirely virtual. We
continue to adapt to serve our
community. We are grateful to a
community who adapted with us. |
am proud to say we will move
forward together.

Seekonk Public Library, Director



FY20 Snapshot

Total items lent: 248,027

Total Hours Open: 2127

Total Visits to the Library: 65,365
Total Curbside Pickups: 876
Active library cardholders: 4707
New library cards issued: 669
Total reference questions: 8335

Total Meeting Room Use: 445

Total Attendance at Youth Programs:

5835
Total attendance at Adult & Teen

Programs: 1066

Circulation By Audience

Circulation By Format

Physical

Digital




The mission of the Seekonk Public Library is to enrich lives
by ensuring that every member of the community has
access to a vast array of ideas and information.

The Library enriches lives, broadens horizons, and
strengthens community.
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The library continues to operate from our location at 410 Newman
Avenue. The current library building was constructed in 1978. The
building infrastructure is facing costly repairs. The HVAC system, as
well as much of the electrical system, is at it’s end of life. The public
restrooms are also original, appear run-down, and emit consistent
odors despite daily cleaning. The original carpet still remains in the
main part of the building. The windows are not energy efficient, and
due to some settling of the building, are “racked” and no longer
weather tight.

Recognizing the need for repairs, as well as inadequate space for the
programs and services desired by the community, in 2017 Library
Administration applied to the Commonwealth’s Construction Grant
Program as administered by the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners. The library was tentatively awarded a grant of $7.3
million dollars to cover 48% of projected construction costs, and is
currently in seventh place on the waiting list for funding. The library
anticipates funding to become available in FY23. The Board of
Library Trustees is working with an ad hoc coalition of non-profit
organizations, private citizens, and other stakeholders to coordinate
fundraising and public support for the project.
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The library continues to enhance its reputation as a leader in innovative
library service. Our mobile hotspot lending program proved so successful,
that in FY 20, we added additional hotspots to the collection. These hotspots
proved invaluable to residents during the months of our statewide “stay-at-
home” order.

The library reached Phase |V of our RFID (Radio Frequency ldentification)
project and completed the installation of a RFID enabled gate system that
provided both security and inventory control.

By following a robust technology maintenance plan, we ensure that our
patrons receive access to high quality services and technology training.

The library also debuted a new website in FY2020, allowing users to find the
information they need in a bright and engaging format. The site is intuitive,
easy to navigate, and responsive

RFID Gates, Installed September 2019


https://seekonkpl.org/

The library maintains a collection of over 81,729 physical items,
including books, audiobooks, music cd’s, and videogames, and
provides access to a digital collection of over 52,000 items. Through
the library’'s membership in the SAILS library system, Seekonk
residents have reciprocal borrowing privileges at 72 libraries and
branches throughout 40 communities within Southeastern
Massachusetts. In FY20, Seekonk patrons borrowed 27, 582 items
from these libraries.

Additionally, the library offers interlibrary loan services which allow
patrons access to other library collections across the
Commonwealth and the country.

The library's electronic resource collection allows patrons to access
information and recreational materials from the comfort of their
home.

Our electronic and streaming collections include:

Ancestry.com (in-library use only)
Consumer Reports

Hoopla (eBooks, audiobooks, movies)
Kanopy (movies and documentaries)
Lynda.com (online learning platform)
Mango Languages
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Did you know?

You can stream
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The Friends of the Seekonk Public Library are a volunteer, non-profit
group devoted to enhancing the quality of the library. Through
modest annual dues and on-going fundraising efforts, the Friends

provide financial assistance and personal enthusiasm for the goals of
the Seekonk Library.

In FY20, The Friends of the Library provided $9,347.22 to support
library programming and services.

The Seekonk Library Trust (SLT) is a non-profit organization that
welcomes gifts from individuals, families, businesses and other non-
profit organizations to ensure that the Seekonk Public Library (SPL) is
an enduring foundation of our community life.



In October 1985, Town Meeting approved a bylaw that established the
Smart Memorial Trust. The initial assets of the Trust were those of the
Smart Memorial Library; this library served the town prior to the
construction of the library at 410 Newman Avenue.

The purpose of the Trust is "to support the goals of the Seekonk Public
Library to provide the widest possible range of informational, educational,
and recreational services to all individuals and the community”. The
members of the Board of Library Trustees also serve as trustees for the
Smart Memorial Trust. The Town Treasurer holds and manages these trust
funds. The enabling bylaw requires the Board of Library Trustees to report
annually on the status of the Trust to the Town. Accordingly, the Library
Trustees wish to report that as of June 30, 2020. the Smart Memorial Trust
fund balance was $ 41, 277.71. The library did not expend any money from
this fund in fiscal year 2020. The Trust earned a total of $738.39 in FY
2020.



We welcome input from the community. Please contact us at
trustees@seekonkplorg.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Durkay, Chair
Sharon Connors, Vice-Chair
Alyssa Richard, Secretary
Ann Caldwell

Catherine Capello

Cynthia Corbett

Fred Slemon
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