Seekonk Public Library FY24 Annual Report 
Mission Statement
The mission of the Seekonk Public Library is to enrich lives by ensuring that every member of the community has access to a vast array of ideas and information.

Vision Statement
The Library enriches lives, broadens horizons, and strengthens community.

Building
At the Spring Town Meeting held on May 8, 2023, the community showed its commitment to the future of our public library by appropriating $100,000 to fund a comprehensive feasibility study of the existing library building. This initiative reflects our collective dedication to ensuring that the library remains a safe, functional, and welcoming space for all residents.
On September 29, 2023, we took a significant step forward by signing a contract with Tappe Associates, who immediately began the project. The study has included a thorough code review and a comprehensive assessment of all building systems, including mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire protection. In addition, both structural and architectural assessments have been completed, providing us with critical insights into the current state of the library. The final phase of the study is a geotechnical/subgrade assessment.
The final report of the feasibility study will be prepared and released by the end of calendar year 2024. This report will include not only the findings from the study but also estimated costs for any recommended repairs.FY 24 Snapshot

Total Items Lent:   222,094
Total Hours Open:  2954
Total Visits to the Library:  66,413
Total Curbside Pickups:   36 
New Library cards issued:  818
Number of registered users:  7948
Total Physical Items Added to the Collection: 5859
Total Reference Questions Asked: 8074
Total Meeting Room Use: 377
Total Virtual Programs: 37
Total Programs Held: 312
Total Attendance at All Programs: 7579
Total WiFi Sessions: 12,179

Seekonk Meadows
The Seekonk Meadows is a local jewel and a well-used resource in the community. Many dedicated citizens worked to transform this space from landfill to passive recreation area, resulting in the opening of the Meadows to the public in 2012. The Meadows is a 9-acre site comprised of walking trails, amphitheater, and native plants and wildlife, and is adjacent to the 60-acre Gammino Pond Conservation Area.
This past year, the library used the Meadows for a variety of outdoor programming such as our Summer Storytime in the Meadows, Summer Concert Series, and various nature programs such as Trails & Trail Mix, Forest Bathing: A Sensory Nature Walk, and Nature Photography: Tips and Practice.

Strictly Sentimental Swing Band Concert– Patron Quote
“What a lovely way to spend a summer evening. The orchestra was terrific, and the venue was sublime. Thanks for arranging the lovely sunset, too!”

Events
The library provides high quality programming for the intellectual, educational, and recreational enjoyment of the community. We encourage community members to suggest ideas for programs. Please contact the Library Director at director@seekonkpl.org.
Event Highlights included:

Adults –  
	Solar Eclipse Trivia Night
	Virtual Q & A Author Series
	Nonfiction Book Club (monthly)

	Michael Tsougias Discusses: The Finest Hours
	The Beauty of Connection: Cooperative Mandala Workshop
	2-D Design for Adults: Paper Cut Lanterns

	Tech Help Hour Sessions 
	Felted Wool Birds Workshop
	Spice Club Series

	Diwali Art & Tradition Around the World
	A Short History of UFO’s: A Solar Eclipse Countdown Event
	Creative Continuous Line Drawing with Sandy Coleman

	Find Your Voice with Spoken Word Poetry
Earth Day Workshop 
	A Look inside the Hammond Castle Museum (Virtual)
Anne of Green Gables Tea 
	Neurographic Art
Government 101: Founding Principles to Local Practice

	It’s a Wonderful Life: 75+ years with George Bailey
	Supermarket Savings & Healthy Choices (Virtual)
	Superfood 101: Virtual Culinary Education Workshop

	The Heat Is On: Custom Canvas Totes
	Give Yourself Flowers: Valentine’s Day Art Making
	Bright Ideas: Make Your Own LED Greeting Cards

	Bob Ross Painting Workshop
Delicious Diabetic Desserts
	Louis Armstrong: Father of Jazz
Movie Nights
	50+ Job Seekers Networking Group: Virtual Series



Technology Classes –  Patron Quote
"I have so much confidence now with technology thanks to the classes you offer. Knowing I was coming to this class I researched my problem at home just like you show in class and I was able to solve it myself! I'm so grateful for what you do."

Anne of Green Gables Tea Party – Patron Quote
“Nice program - encouraged me to read the book for the first time and found it delightful! Loved the set-up (the room looked lovely) and the trivia and discussion were interesting. Appreciate programs for adults.”

Teens – 
	Mandala Dotting
	Magic the Gathering
	Pumpkin Painting Party

	Open Game Play with Virtual Reality
	3D Printing By Hand
	The Shape of Me: 2D Digital Design

	Kindness Rocks Painting Party
	Stop Motion Animation
	Drones Over Seekonk




“My favorite part was how much fun we had together!” – Dungeons and Dragons Working Group -Teen Patron Quote 

Children Birth to age 11 – 
	Summer Storytime in the Meadows
	Celebrate Where You Come From
	Trails & Trail Mix
Tools for Tiny Hands

	I’m Going to Kindergarten
	Len Cabral, Storyteller
	Baby & Toddler Storytime

	Preschool Storytime 
	Boom! Crash! Bang! The Science of Superheroes
	Spooky Bones and Creepy Crawlies

	Minecraft Club: Space Edition
	Sign Language for Babies
	Fire Safety Storytime 

	Get to Know Spike: Prime Robot
	Storytime(s) at Osamequin Farm
	Legos: Spin and Build!

	Forest Caroling at Osamequin Farm
	T.J. DelSanto: All About Weather
	Fairy Houses, Gnomes, and Toad Abodes

	Intro to Irish Dance
	Project Chick
	Paws to Read

	Intro to Robotics Coding series
	Forensic Science Fingerprinting
	Make Edible Cookie Dough!



I’m Going to Kindergarten! – Patron Quote
“Can’t thank you enough for putting this on. Seems to have made the bus a little less scary for my kindergartner who, up until this point, has been more nerves than excitement.”

Tools for Tiny Hands Program: Patron Quote
“I wanted to comment on how much I liked the program this morning. The ideas were so simple, yet engaging and in their simplicity, can easily be translated to home environments. I am going to add these ideas to the repertoire of things I can (do) at home with Dante.”
General Audience – 
	Summer Concert Series
	Celebrate Seekonk Day w/the Cultural Council

	Movie Matinees/Movie Nights
	Space BinGLO

	No-Sew Pet Blanket Project
	

	
	



Outreach & Collaboration
The library is an active participant in the community, and always willing to collaborate with other organizations and municipal departments for the benefit of the community.
Highlights included:
· Pet Blankets for Seekonk Animal Shelter
· Storytime with Officer Nagle and K-9 Mac
· What’s In? What’s Out? with Seekonk Recycling Committee
· Firefighter Storytime with Lt. Laprade
· Seekonk Public Schools Classroom Visits
· Summer Visits with Champions
· Celebrate Seekonk Day with the Seekonk Cultural Council
· Forest Caroling with Osamequin Farm
· Seekonk Shred Day with Seekonk Recycling Committee


Patron Comment
“This library helped me to write my book! I always loved to come here for the large inspirational section with my sister. I'm so happy to see my book here now where it can help others.”

Our partners included:
· Attleboro Literacy Center
· Boston Bruins/Cradles to Crayons
· Camp Konk Summer Camp
· Champions Summer Camp
· Creative Reuse Center of RI
· Doorways Food Pantry
· Friends of the Seekonk Public Library
· Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners
· Newman YMCA
· Osamequin Farm
· PACE ChildCare Works/CFCE (Coordinated Family and Community Engagement)
· Seaconke Wampanoag Pokanoket Tribe
· Seekonk Animal Shelter
· Seekonk Conservation Department
· Seekonk Cultural Council
· Seekonk Fire Department
· Seekonk Fire Museum
· Seekonk Human Services
· Seekonk Land Trust
· Seekonk Library Trust
· Seekonk Parks and Recreation
· Seekonk Police Department
· Seekonk Public Schools
· Seekonk Recycling Committee
· South Coast Educational Collaborative
· TV9

Patron Email Comment 
“My first library card was at your library. That library card shaped my life. Libraries are so important to building thriving communities. I’m tremendously grateful for the Seekonk Public Library and the profound impact that the library had on my life. That library card was like having all the freedom in the world: freedom to imagine; freedom to explore; freedom to learn; and freedom to experience all that life has to offer all from the comfort of a cozy chair. Keep up the great work.”

Volunteers
The library appreciates the efforts of the many volunteers who contribute to our success.  In FY24, volunteers contributed 3324 hours of service to the library and community by volunteering as Friends of the Library Book Sale volunteers, Homebound Delivery volunteers, program and teen volunteers. 
The Friends of the Library and Seekonk Library Trust continue to support the library through fundraising.  The funds provided by the Friends of the Library sponsor our popular BookPage subscription and summer concert series, and allow us to try “pilot programs” such as the addition of VOX Books – books for youth that contain both print and audio in one book. The funds contributed by the Friends of the Library supplement the services provided through our annual Town Appropriation. 

Technology
The library continues to enhance its reputation as a leader in innovative library service. By following a robust technology maintenance plan, we ensure that our patrons receive access to high quality services and technology training.
Library services include WiFi, printing (both in-library and remote), and fax services. In FY24, 12,179 wireless sessions were accessed at the library. We offer Chromebooks and hot spots for checkout. Our technology classes provided training on a wide range of topics from “Getting Started with Windows” to “Let’s Try AI”.

Collections
The library maintains a collection of 79,660 physical items, including books, audiobooks, music cd’s, videos, and videogames, and provides access to a digital collection of over 65,000 items. Through the library’s membership in the SAILS library network, Seekonk residents have reciprocal borrowing privileges in over 40 communities within Southeastern Massachusetts. In FY24, Seekonk cardholders borrowed 30,135 items from these libraries.
The library also offers interlibrary loan services which allow patrons access to other library collections across the Commonwealth and the country.
The library’s electronic resource collections allow patrons to access information and recreational materials from the comfort of their home.

In FY24, electronic and streaming collections included:

America’s News
Ancestry.com (in-library use only)
BrainHQ
Consumer Reports
Creativebug
HeritageHub 
Hoopla (eBooks, Audiobooks, movies)
Kanopy (movies and documentaries)
Libby from OverDrive
LinkedInLearning (formerly Lynda.com)
Mango Languages
Morningstar Reports
Niche Academy
Tumblebooks – Online books for Kids

2024 Library Community Survey – Patron Comment
“I’m impressed by the library’s A+ selection of eclectic new music and books. Great job!”

Library of Things and other services
In addition to books, videos, and music cd’s, the library also offered a variety of non-traditional items for checkout. “Library of Things” collections offer community members the opportunity to “try before you buy”, provide access to items that users may not own, and support youth STEAM programming. These items included:
(15) Mobile Hotspots
(7) Chromebooks
(10) Cameras
(1) Electricity Usage Meter
(1) Studfinder
(5) Ukuleles
(1) Electric Guitar and amplifier
(1) Toppling Tower yard game
(1) Cornhole yard game
(1) Dash Robot
(1) Green Screen Kit
(1) Youth Microscope Kit
(1) Youth Nature Backpack 		 
(1) Binoculars 				
(1) Giant 4-in-a Row Yard Game
(1) Gigantic Keyboard Playmat
(1) Golf Rangefinder
(1) Karaoke Machine
(1) Metal Detector Kit
(1) Light Box Kit
(1) Youth Human Anatomy Kit
(1) Slide and Scan Digital Film Scanner
(1) Thermal Leak Detector
(1) Lawn Pong Kit*
(1) LightKeeper Pro*
(1) Magnetic Science Kit*
(1) Portable Pickleball Kit*
(1) Velocity Speed Gun Kit*
Snowshoe Kits for Adults, Teens, & Children*

*New in FY24
Additionally, the library provided notary services for the public during most business hours. In FY24, there were 495 notary public transactions at the library. We encourage the public to contact the library to determine when a notary will be on duty.

Patron E-Mail Comment
 “So thankful to be able to try snowshoeing with the help of the Library of Things. It was so much fun!.”
Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Seekonk Public Library are a volunteer, non-profit group devoted to enhancing the quality of the library. Through modest annual dues and on-going fundraising efforts, the Friends provide financial assistance and personal enthusiasm for the goals of the Seekonk Library. In FY23, the Friends of the Library provided over 2500 hours of volunteer time and $12,880.00 in funding. 

Seekonk Library Trust
The Seekonk Library Trust is a non-profit organization that welcomes gifts from individuals, families, businesses, and other non-profit organizations to ensure that the Seekonk Public Library is an enduring foundation of our community life. In FY24, the Seekonk Library Trust provided funding for new furniture for the library meeting room.

Smart Memorial Trust
[bookmark: _GoBack]In October 1985, Town Meeting approved a bylaw that established the Smart Memorial Trust. The initial assets of the Trust were those of the Smart Memorial Library; this library served the Town prior to the construction of the library at 410 Newman Avenue.
The purpose of the Trust is “to support the goals of the Seekonk Public Library to provide the widest possible range of informational, educational, and recreational services to all individuals in the community”. The members of the Board of Library Trustees also serve as Trustees for the Smart Memorial Trust. The Town Treasurer  holds and manages these trust funds. The enabling bylaw requires the Board of Library Trustees to report annually on the status of the Trust to the Town. Accordingly, the Library Trustees wish to report that as of June 30, 2024, the Smart Memorial Trust fund balance was $44,920.58. The library did not expend any money from the Trust in FY24. The Trust earned a total of $1302.04 in FY24.

Board of Library Trustees
The Board of Library Trustees is an elected body selected by the registered voters of Seekonk. The duties of the Board are defined by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 78, sections 10-13, and include the custody and management of the library, approval of the library budget, and setting of library policies.
In FY24, the total library appropriation from the Town was $1,180,328.22. Overall, 76.52% of the budget was expended. Staff vacancies accounted for a surplus in the salaries and wages budget lines.
We welcome input from the community. Please contact us at trustees@seekonkpl.org.
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Alyssa Richard, Trustee Chairperson
Catherine Capello, Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Ann Caldwell, Trustee Secretary
Michael Durkay, Trustee
Sharon Connors, Trustee
Cynthia Corbett, Trustee
Fred Slemon, Trustee

Approved 9/18/24
