Seekonk Public Library FY25 Annual Report 
Mission Statement
The mission of the Seekonk Public Library is to enrich lives by ensuring that every member of the community has access to a vast array of ideas and information.

Vision Statement
The Library enriches lives, broadens horizons, and strengthens community.
FY 25 Snapshot

Total Items Lent:   202,752
Total Hours Open:  2907
Total Visits to the Library:  69,549
New Library cards issued:  890
Total registered users:  7942
Total Physical Items Added to the Collection: 5436
Total Reference Questions Asked: 7466
Total Meeting Room Use: 337
Total Programs Held: 306
Total Attendance at All Programs: 7222
Total WiFi Sessions: 11,323


Empowered by Libraries Patron Online Comment
The Seekonk PL has been a place of comfort and learning for our family. It is our favorite weekly trip. We’ve explored programs for all ages, borrowed thousands of books, utilized various resources, and have met many friends. The staff always have smiles on their faces. They’re so knowledgeable and willing to help. We love “our second home”, The Seekonk Library! Thank you for all you do!

Facilities
The library building was built in 1978, and needs major repairs. Funds for a feasibility study of the library building were appropriated at the Spring Town Meeting, May 2023. The final report for the building feasibility study was released in late 2024. On March 12, 2025, the results of the study were presented to the Select Board. At their meeting on March 26, 2025, the Select Board voted in favor of moving ahead with the Comprehensive Scope Option 2A outlined in the final report. Comprehensive Scope Option 2A would address all the repair issues and reconfigure the library to accommodate improved services for patrons. An article to move forward with the repair and reconfiguration of the library was approved by residents at Spring Town Meeting 2025. 
A Special Election for a debt exclusion to fund the project was scheduled for July 21, 2025. The ballot question was passed with approximately 58% of the vote in favor of the project.
From late December through early February, the library HVAC system malfunctioned several times, resulting in the closure of the library at times. The building was heated by an external diesel fueled temporary heating system for the month of January. On February 7, the rooftop unit was fixed. Heat was turned on February 8, 2025, and has been in operation since. 
In June 2025, the air-conditioning shut off and had to be manually restarted or checked by DPW several times. During this period, humidity levels in the building were frequently in the 75-80% range.
Seekonk Meadows
The Seekonk Meadows is a local jewel and a well-used resource in the community. Many dedicated citizens worked to transform this space from landfill to passive recreation area, resulting in the opening of the Meadows to the public in 2012. The Meadows is a 9-acre site comprising walking trails, amphitheater, and native plants and wildlife, and is adjacent to the 60-acre Gammino Pond Conservation Area.
This past year, the library used the Meadows for a variety of outdoor programming including Summer Storytime in the Meadows, as well as music programs such as our Summer Concert Series, and Music and Movement in the Meadows.

Bill Harley Summer Concert– Patron Quote
“Always love when the weather complies and the concert can be outside in the meadows with the ice cream truck, but yet again, the library does an awesome job when things that cannot be controlled like the weather in providing a quality, family fun night! Bill Harley is always able to deliver laughs, smiles and wonderful memories for our family. Thank you, Seekonk Library!”
Events
The library provides high quality programming for the intellectual, educational, and recreational enjoyment of the community. We encourage community members to suggest ideas for programs. Please contact the Library Director at director@seekonkpl.org.
Event Highlights included:

Adults –  
	DIY Butterfly House Kit
	The Larchmont Remembered
	Decoding Fireflies

	Nonfiction Book Club
	Heroes & Headaches: New England Piracy
	Japanese Sencha Tea Ceremony

	Hikes Through History
	Library Tech Class: Let’s Try AI
	Plant Swap

	Watch & Create: Felted Fall Landscapes
	Decoding the Mysteries of Cats
	Bigfoot & Beyond: The United States of Cryptids

	Library Tech Class: Phone Tools
	Historical Fiction Book Club
	World’s Worst Weather: A Virtual Presentation

	Creating Kokedama: Ornamental Houseplants
	Recognizing and Treating Stress and Anxiety in Your Dog
	Hygge Vibes for the Holidays

	Nail Polish Upcycle: America Recycles Day Event
	Winter Movies Series
	Sashiko Workshop: Decorative Patchwork Mittens

	Klezmer Concert Celebration
	Creativebug Craft Nights
	Celebrating the Winter Garden

	Winter Night Sky: Audubon Presentation
	Lives Forever Changed: Kidney Donation
	History of the Beer Can: Pop Up Museum

	Spice Club Series
	Money Matters Series
	Oscar Buzz Movies

	Mandala Flower Art
	Seekonk Shred Day
	Junk Journal Workshop

	
	
	



Technology Classes & Tech Help – Patron Quote
"You just fixed something that I spent hours on and 10 people couldn't figure out!"  (Tech Help with phone)
I've been sticking my head in the sand when it comes to this stuff, but after this class I feel like I can try it and actually have some fun! (What’s New with AI Class)

Lives Forever Changed: Kidney Donation Program – Patron Quote
“Excellent presentation, time flew by. The introducing librarian said, "We are all connected", and that rang true. Presenters were earnest and compassionate. Thank you for hosting this. P. S. I put the magnetic sticker "DONATE@LIFE" on my car as soon as I got outside.”

Junk Journal Workshop – Patron Comment
“I meant to fill this out ages ago and forgot. But I want to say that this is absolutely my new favorite passion/hobby. I'm constantly seeking out magazines and picture books and browsing through them in the evenings. I have two journals now that are messy and weird and full of random thoughts and images. Thank you so much for this workshop. I think this is going to be a hobby I stick with for a long, long time.”

Teens – 
	Iron-On T-Shirts
	Crafternoon
	Improv Workshop

	Henna Workshop
	Magic & Merriment
	Teen Advisory Board

	Autumn Allen: Author Visit & Book Discussion
	Make Your Own Mindfulness Journal
	Harry Potter Trivial Pursuit

	AI Teacher
	Rube Goldberg Challenge
	Mitten Balloon Rockets

	Teen Book Discussion
	Pi Day, Pie Yay!
	3D Printing Workshop

	Make & Take Cookies
	Scavenger Hunts
	Online Illustration Challenges

	Silhouette Studio: Personalized Backpacks
	Magic the Gathering: Drop In Free Play
	Light Up Fuse Beads: LED Circuits

	An Artists World with Lars Grant- West
	Writing Workshop for NaNoRiMo
	Computer Building Workshop



Autumn Allen Author Visit & Book Discussion – Patron Comment
“Hurray to Friends of the Library for sponsoring Autumn Allen. She offered a candid and considered view into the life of an author, editor, homeschooling mother. Fascinating! Thanks to Carla who served as interlocutor.”
Make & Take Cookies – Patron Comment
“My daughter had so much fun making her own flavor of cookie dough and was so excited to take it home and cook it for us”.

Children Birth to age 11 – 
	Paws To Read
	Dancin’ With Hoops
	Pumpernickel Puppets

	We Are Water Protectors
	Incredible Earthworms
	Pokemon party

	Storytime at the Seekonk Fire Museum
	Blueberry Storytime at Osamequin Farm
	Little Explorers Sensory Playgroup

	Fiddle N’ Fun
	Not Just A Stick
	Kindergarten Here I come

	POW Science! Dinosaurs
	Dino Party
	Dinoman

	Build a Bridge Challenge
	Beyblade Club
	Instructional Chess Club

	Music & Movement in the Meadows
	Storytime with the RISPCA
	Providence Children’s Film Festival

	Slime Lab
	Seaconke Wampanoag Pokanoket Tribe Visit
	1000 Books Before Kindergarten Party!

	Smokey Bear’s Reading Challenge
	Fire Safety Storytime
	Visit with Smokey Bear

	Monster Mash
	Bollywood for Littles
	Make A Haunted House

	Thank You Cards for Veterans
	Bookmarks for Seniors
	Kindness Club

	Kid Librarian
	Minecraft Club
	Arctic Animals

	Brick Builders
	Fairy Tale Festival
	Poop Museum

	Storytimes
	Kids Paint Night
	Hibernation! with the Audubon Society

	Backyard Band Jams
	POW Science! Geology Rocks
	Family Birdhouse Build

	Professor Gizmo Scribbleshots
	Needle Felting for Kids
	Getting Started Homeschooling

	Backyard Birds
	Take & Make Crafts
	Reading Challenges



I’m Going to Kindergarten! – Patron Quote
“Patron saw the program on the schedule this year again and said she did it the last 2 years in a row for her 2 children and it was "the best event. It eased so much anxiety for both of my girls."

POW Science Dinosaur Event -Patron Comment
“We thoroughly enjoyed the Pow Science Dinosaur Event!! Thank you!”

General Audience – 
	Summer Concert Series
	Nature Photography Contest
	Owls of the World: Who’s Watching You

	Boston Bruins Pajama Drive
	Scarecrow Fest
	Flying High Dogs Summer Reading Kickoff Event



Outreach & Collaboration
The library is an active participant in the community, and always willing to collaborate with other organizations and municipal departments for the benefit of the community.
Highlights included:
· Food for Fines with Doorways Food Pantry
· Boston Bruins Pajama Drive with other Town Departments  
· Backyard Band Jams with P.A.C.E Child Care Works
· Eyes on Owls with Seekonk Conservation Commission
· Scarecrow Fest with Seekonk Parks and Recreation
· America Recycles Day with Seekonk Recycling Committee
· Nature Photography Contest with the Seekonk Land Trust
· Blueberry Storytime at the Farm with Osamequin Farm



Empowered by Libraries Patron Comment Card
“The library is a wonderful resource to me - the great book selection of course and the fantastic staff, the monthly activities, and the printing and computer access. Will never forget how the staff did curbside pickup throughout the bleak Covid time. Thank you!

Our partners included:
· Doorways Food Pantry, Food for Fines, 12/2024; ongoing donation bin
· Osamequin Farm, Blueberry Storytime at the Farm, 7/2024
· P.A.C.E. Child Care Works, Planting Seed Storytime, Backyard Band Jams, CFCE grant funded programs
· Seekonk Conservation Commission, Eyes on Owls Program, 11/2024
· Seekonk Cultural Council, Host site for SCC sponsored programs
· Seekonk Fire Department, Fire Safety Storytime, 10/2024; Boston Bruins PJ Pajama Drive, Winter 2025
· Seekonk Fire Museum, Visit to the Fire Museum, 7/2024
· Seekonk Human Services, Monthly Librarian visits to Senior Center, Boston Bruins PJ Pajama Drive, Winter 2025
· Seekonk Land Trust, Nature photography Contest Fall 2024, 
· Seekonk Parks and Recreation, Scarecrow Fest, 10/2024
· Seekonk Police Department, Boston Bruins PJ Pajama Drive, Winter 2025
· Seekonk Public Schools, Kindergarten Here I Come!
· Seekonk Recycling Committee, America Recycles Day, 10/2024; Shred Day, 5/2025
· Seekonk Town Hall, Boston Bruins PJ Pajama Drive, Winter 2025


Empowered by Libraries Patron Comment Card
“My library helped me recover my sense of self. I spent a long time making myself smaller until there was very little left that I recognized. Seekonk Library was where I chose to start reclaiming the me that I remembered. It sounds dramatic but having a place to go where you don't have to account for where you have been gave me the courage to start exploring what else I could do. One little act put me on the road to reclaiming my power. Thank you for this space. It was there when I needed it most.”

Volunteers
The library appreciates the efforts of the many volunteers who contribute to our success.  In FY25, volunteers contributed 2785 hours of service to the library and community by volunteering as Friends of the Library Book Sale volunteers, Homebound Delivery volunteers, and teen volunteers. 
The Friends of the Library and Seekonk Library Trust continue to support the library through fundraising.  The funds provided by the Friends of the Library sponsor our popular BookPage subscription and summer concert series and allow us to try “pilot programs” such as our Community Film series and Scarecrow Fest. The funds contributed by the Friends of the Library supplement the services provided through our annual Town Appropriation. 


Technology
The library continues to enhance its reputation as a leader in innovative library service. By following a robust technology maintenance plan, we ensure that our patrons receive access to high quality services and technology training.
Library services include WiFi, printing (both in-library and remote), and fax services. In FY25, 11,323 wireless sessions were accessed at the library. We offer Chromebooks and hot spots for checkout. Our technology classes provided training on a wide range of topics from “Better Internet Searching” to “Let’s Try AI: ChatGPT”.
The library server and VMWare were updated using $23,105.61 of the $30,800 in capital funds that had been appropriated.

Collections
The library maintains a collection of 69,173 physical items, including books, audiobooks, music CDs, videos, and videogames, and provides access to a digital collection of over 65,000 items. In FY25, total collection usage was 202,752. 
Through the library’s membership in the SAILS library network, Seekonk residents have reciprocal borrowing privileges in over 40 communities within Southeastern Massachusetts. 
The library also offers interlibrary loan services which allow patrons access to other library collections across the Commonwealth and the country.
The library’s electronic resource collections allow patrons to access information and recreational materials from the comfort of their home.

In FY25, electronic and streaming collections included:

America’s News
Ancestry.com (in-library use only)
Consumer Reports
Creativebug
HeritageHub 
Hoopla (eBooks, Audiobooks, movies)
Kanopy (movies and documentaries)
Libby from OverDrive
LinkedInLearning (formerly Lynda.com)
Mango Languages
Morningstar Reports
Niche Academy
Tumblebooks – Online books for Kids

Vox Books for Youth: Patron Quote
My son is a reluctant reader and these VOX books have made all the difference. He's going through them like crazy and his teacher is going to be so happy! 


Empowered by Libraries Patron Comment Card  
“Thank you for being a cultural hub for our community ...the people's university”

Library of Things and other services
In addition to books, videos, and music CDs, the library also offered a variety of non-traditional items for checkout. “Library of Things” collections offer community members the opportunity to “try before you buy”, provide access to items that users may not own, and support youth STEAM programming. These items included:
(15) Mobile Hotspots
(7) Chromebooks
(10) Cameras
(1) Electricity Usage Meter
(1) Studfinder
(5) Ukuleles
(1) Electric Guitar and amplifier
(1) Toppling Tower yard game
(1) Cornhole yard game
(1) Dash Robot
(1) Green Screen Kit
(1) Youth Microscope Kit
(1) Youth Nature Backpack 		 
(1) Binoculars 				
(1) Giant 4-in-a Row Yard Game
(1) Gigantic Keyboard Playmat
(1) Golf Rangefinder
(1) Karaoke Machine
(1) Metal Detector Kit
(1) Light Box Kit
(1) Youth Human Anatomy Kit
(1) Slide and Scan Digital Film Scanner
(1) Thermal Leak Detector
(1) Lawn Pong Kit
(1) LightKeeper Pro
(1) Magnetic Science Kit
(1) Portable Pickleball Kit
(1) Velocity Speed Gun Kit
(various) Snowshoe Kits for Adults, Teens, & Children
(1) Epson FastFoto FF680W photo and document scanner *
(1) Yoto Player (screen free audio platform for kids) *
(1) C-Pen Text to Speech Reader *
(2) Puzzle Cube *

*New in FY25
Additionally, the library provided notary services for the public during most business hours. In FY25, there were 580 notary public transactions at the library. We encourage the public to contact the library to determine when a notary will be on duty.

Patron Comment about the Summer Reading Program
“I love the reading challenge this year and because of the activities in the challenge, we just borrowed something from the Library of Things! We can't wait to use the nature backpack on our NH trip next week!”

Empowered by Libraries Patron Comment Card
“Notarization with a smile!”

Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Seekonk Public Library are a volunteer non-profit group devoted to enhancing the quality of the library. Through modest annual dues and on-going fundraising efforts, the Friends provide financial assistance and personal enthusiasm for the goals of the Seekonk Library. In FY25, the Friends of the Library provided 2603 hours of volunteer time and $14,965.64 in funding. 

Seekonk Library Trust
The Seekonk Library Trust is a non-profit organization that welcomes gifts from individuals, families, businesses, and other non-profit organizations to ensure that the Seekonk Public Library is an enduring foundation of our community life. In FY25, the Seekonk Library Trust provided funding for additional furniture for the meeting room. 

Smart Memorial Trust
In October 1985, the Town Meeting approved a bylaw that established the Smart Memorial Trust. The initial assets of the Trust were those of the Smart Memorial Library; this library served the Town prior to the construction of the library at 410 Newman Avenue.
The purpose of the Trust is “to support the goals of the Seekonk Public Library to provide the widest possible range of informational, educational, and recreational services to all individuals in the community”. The members of the Board of Library Trustees also serve as Trustees for the Smart Memorial Trust. The Town Treasurer holds and manages these trust funds. The enabling bylaw requires the Board of Library Trustees to report annually on the status of the Trust to the Town. Accordingly, the Library Trustees wish to report that as of June 30, 2025, the Smart Memorial Trust fund balance was $46,161.15. The library did not expend any money from the Trust in FY25. The Trust earned a total of $1,240.57 in FY25.

Board of Library Trustees
The Board of Library Trustees is an elected body selected by the registered voters of Seekonk. The duties of the Board are defined by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 78, sections 10-13, and include the custody and management of the library, approval of the library budget, and the setting of library policies.
In FY25, the total library appropriation from the Town was $ 1,326,947.31. Overall, 83.32% of the budget was expended. 
We welcome input from the community. Please contact us at trustees@seekonkpl.org.
Respectfully submitted,
Alyssa Richard, Trustee Chairperson
Catherine Capello, Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Ann Caldwell, Trustee Secretary
Michael Durkay, Trustee
Sharon Connors, Trustee
Cynthia Corbett, Trustee
Fred Slemon, Trustee
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